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Synopsis

An End to Evil charts the agenda for whata ™s next in the war on terrorism, as articulated by David
Frum, former presidential speechwriter and bestselling author of The Right Man, and Richard Perle,
former assistant secretary of defense and one of the most influential foreign-policy leaders in

A"

Washington. This world is an unsafe place for Americansa "and the U.S. government remains
unready to defend its people. In An End to Evil, David Frum and Richard Perle sound the alert about
the dangers around us: the continuing threat from terrorism, the crisis with North Korea, the
aggressive ambitions of China. Frum and Perle provide a detailed, candid account of Americad ™s
vulnerabilities: a military whose leaders resist change, intelligence agencies mired in bureaucracy,
diplomats who put friendly relations with their foreign colleagues ahead of the nationa ™s interests.

A"

Perle and Frum lay out a bold program to defend Americaé "and to win the war on terror. Among the
topics this book addresses: & ¢ why the United States risks its security if it submits to the authority
of the United Nations & ¢ why France and Saudi Arabia have to be treated as adversaries, not allies,

A"

in the war on terror & ¢ why the United States must take decisive action against Iran& "nowa ¢ what
to do in North Korea if negotiations faila ¢ why everything you read in the newspapers about the
Israeli-Arab dispute is wrong & ¢ how our government must be changed if we are to fight the war on

AP

terror to victorya "not just stalemate & ¢ where the next great terror threat is coming froma "and what
we can do to protect ourselves An End to Evil will define the conservative point of view on foreign
policy for a new generationa "and shape the agenda for the 2004 presidential-election year and

A

beyond. With a keen insidersa ™ perspective on how our leaders are confrontinga "or not
confrontinga "the war on terrorism, David Frum and Richard Perle make a convincing argument for
why the toughest line is the safest line.From the Hardcover edition. --This text refers to an out of

print or unavailable edition of this title.
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Customer Reviews

The idiocy of this book is epic. I'm sorry | have to give it even 1 star.The authors’ notions of good
and evil are laughable and simplistic. Their logic is basically: "Neocons and Capitalists GOOD,
Islamists BAD". "Drones GOOD, radical IMAMS bad" "Plundering nations in the guise of NATION
BUILDING GOQD, Sharia law BAD". Their understanding of the islamists behavior stops with the
sweeping statement "they are evil". The result of this is that this fascist tome is a formula for endless
war.But while the attack on the Twin Towers was evil, it was not random. We don’t see the islamists
attacking Sweden or Papua New Guinea do we? | wonder why. Could it be that the islamists are
responding to American aggression in the first place? An intrusion of American military might into
the Islamic world? These fumbling authors are way too narcissistic to ever figure it out. | hope you

will.

This is a very fascinating Neo-Con policy book, outlining how the war on terror would evolve further
and further from the Bush years. The delivery was very quick and had a very bent spine but that
was to be expected and was declared to be possible. | suggest people read this as it almost is a
prophecy of where us foreign policy is going (for proof of how this book was in some ways prophetic

| suggest reading The Changing Face of Empire by Nick Turse). Everyone should read this.

This is an important book whether you are for or against its major narrative. This is the sort of book
that talks in a language that subsumes many small arguments in a few big ones. We may critique
this technique and say that none of the arguments are demonstrable. There is no "QED" at the end
of this book. This book will have more impact on a public that reads these kinds of books and not on
a few that read more technical pieces. So it is clear the importance of it is not in the arguments’
success. It is instead important in understanding what sort of narrative can achieve prominence
despite the tragic implications believing the narrative may have. While those may think | mean the
narrative of the book itself, | suggest the same can be said for the main narrative the book considers
the evil in the title - violent fundamentalist Islam. A great thought: the main challenge to fundamental

Islamic thought could possibly come from liberal Islamic thought - perhaps even fostered in the US.



The problem with this is that the real issue between fundamentalism and a more liberal perspective
is a matter of education. The more education a person has, excluding inculcation of the
fundamentalist dogma, the less fundamentalist the person will be. This is precisely the case in other
countries, including the US, as well. Perhaps every teacher who has attempted to inculcate more
critical thinking skills is aware of how difficult it is to succeed in this and has concluded that most
people can not manage it. The idea is as old as Platonic psychology that most people aspire to a life
of the satisfaction of lower appetites, fewer aspire to social responsibility, and still fewer aspire to
wisdom. What Frum and Perle are suggesting is that there will be fewer evils in the world if more
people were wiser. | would certainly agree, but making more people wiser is a universal problem,
not simply one in the Islamic community.A blatant parochialism is evident in the suggestions in
chapter 5: "The War Abroad". Concerning Iran (and other Islamic nations get the same sort of
treatment) the suggestion is that governments are not legitimate if they are not democratic. For
support of this thesis F&P use an ad populum - the American popular opinion. While they offer no
support for their feeling that most Americans feel this way, this is a typical misappropriation of the
social contract theory to those outside the scope of such social contracts - that may very well be a
general feeling among relatively uneducated Americans. Apart from UN attempts to legitimize
democracy as universal in scope to even those countries that are non-member states - or even
member states that interpret the social contract differently, like China, there is certainly no coherent
legitimating narrative supporting the argument that all people have rights as granted by our social
contract when they do not belong to our nation state. Children in some foreign countries, like Sudan,
can be legitimately sold as slaves, even by their parents, regardless of how abhorrent the practice is
to Americans. Using this argument to support the overthrow of the legitimate government of Iran is
no different than the Imams arguing that it would be right to overthrow our government because it
does not follow Islamic Law. The real argument here, as they most closely follow through the book,
is the point that we are at war with Islamic fundamentalism, Iran is a country ruled by Islamic
fundamentalists, and so we ought to destroy the Islamic state - or any Islamic fundamentalist state. |
would imagine it would also be right, to be coherent, for us to destroy any fundamentalist state
regardless of their religion. Since that is not part of the narrative it looks very much like the view that

it is us against them despite the suggestion that it is acceptable to use power to liberate them.

A recipe for remaking the world to conform with the authors’ wishes. If only everyone could be more
like them (a speechwriter & poly scientist/insider/entrepreneur) - the world would be perfect (And all

who disagree dead).Since this epistle was published, Mr. Perle (leading Irag war advocate



1996-2003) has avoided a definitive response to former SEC chairman Richard Breeden’s
committee allegations that his role as a key director enabled Lord Black to loot Hollinger (of $300
million). This was only the latest controversy in a resume that includes alleged self serving advocacy
for Global Crossing, Loral, Boeing, and several others. All admirably preemptively defended by his
Canadian co-author in the press (unmentioned in the book).Mr. Perle resigned as Chair of the
Defense Policy Board, then from the DPB altogether. One wonders if it was to deflect scrutiny over
past comments ("In Iraq itself, his - Saddam’s - downfall would be met with dancing in the streets" --
NYTimes 28 Dec 2001; "If we had to finance it ourselves, | think we would be better off doing that
than inviting in those who were opposed to this war of liberation...But we won’t have to finance it
ourselves because happily, Iraq has very substantial indigenous resources that can be put to the
service of rebuilding Iraq, and let me just observe in that connection, that there was very little
damage from this war." -- AEI Coffee, 15 April 2003).This book is well worth reading. It’s lucid and
well written. Mr. Frum is a talented advocate. In the end, it's value is as testimony to a failed (if not
criminal) proposition.Google the authors’ contemporary public source comments over the years,
compare them with current reality, and decide for yourself.l wouldn’t hire this pair to fix a toilet, let

alone the world
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